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LATE  CABLES... 


Egypt  areas  sown  for  1939  harvest  with  1938  com- 
parisons in  parentheses:    Wheat  1,503,000  acres  (1,470,000), 
barley   272,000    (274,000).       (International    Institute  of 
Agriculture,  Rome.) 

Egypt  cotton  ginnings  September-February  total 
1,352,000  bales  of  478  pounds,  of  which  319,000  bales  of 
Giza  7  and  869,000  bales  of  Ashmuni  and  Zagora  varieties. 
Ginnings  last  season  to  end  of  February  totaled  1,727,000 
bales.  Totals  exclude  linters.  (International  Institute 
of  Agriculture,  Rome.) 


IN     THIS  ISSUE... 


Chinese  Imports  of  Cotton  Continue  to  Increase  

Tobacco  Production  and  Trade  of  France  

German  Dried  Fruit  Imports  Unusually  Heavy  in  1938.. 

Chinese  Walnut  Exports  Higher  Than  Last  Year  

1938  European  Filbert  Production  Smallest  in  Decade 
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BRAZILIAN  RICE  CROP  PROSPECTS  UNFAVORABLE 


Dry  weather  throughout  the  month  of  February  was  very  unfavorable 
for  the  rice  crop  in  many  important  rice  producing  districts  in  southern 
Brazil,  according  to  a  recent  report  from  American  Vice  Consul  Guy  W. 
Ray  at  Porto  Alegrc.    Earlier  reports  indicated  that  the  acreage  in  rice 
this  season  was  reduced  "because  of  low  prices  received  from  last  year' s 
record  crop.    No  official  estimate  has  "been  received  for  last  year. 
Rice  production  in  Brazil  has  been  increasing  for  a  number  of  years  and 
in  1937  the  crop  amounted  to  61,260,000  bushels.     The  Brazilian  Rice 
Institute  has  indicated  that  the  new  crop  will  probably  be  25  percent 
below  a  normal  harvest. 

Exports  from  the  crop  harvested  in  the  spring  of  1938  arc  much 
larger  than  for  previous  years.    Exports  from  Porto  Alegre  for  the  10 
months  April  193  8  to  February  1939  were  nearly  double  that  of  the  previous 
year,  according  to  the  consular  report.    Argentina  is  the  principal  desti- 
nation of  Brazilian  rice  exports.     For  the  1938-39  marketing  year  rice 
shipments  have  been  substantially  increased  to  Argentina  and  to  European 
countries. 

CHINESE  IMPORTS  OF  COTTON  CONTINUE  TO  INCREASE 

Cotton  imports  into  China  during  January  1939  totaled  43,340 
bales  of  478  pounds,  as  compared  with  less  than  4,000  bales  for  the 
same  month  last  year,  according  to  a  radiogram  received  from  Owen  L. 
Dawson,  Agricultural  Commissioner  at  Shanghai.    January  imports  were 
the  largest  since  May  1935  and  it  is  now  estimated  that  purchases  of 
foreign  cotton  from  October  1938  to  date  total  about  300,000  bales*  . 
Arrivals  this  season  have  consisted  largely  of  Indian,  while  the  per- 
centage of  American  staple  has  been  very  small. 


CHINA:     Imports  and  exports  of  raw  cotton,  January  1939, 

with  comparisons  a/ 
(in  bales  of  478  pounds  net)  


Item 

January 

October  -  January 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1936-37 

1937-38 

1938-39 

Imports 

United  States. . . 
Bri  tish  India. . . 

Bal  es 

Bales 

Bale  s 

Bales 

Bales 

Bales 

2,337 
1,409 
4,266 
1,834 

V 

2,708 

•77 
1,090 

5,713 
25,329 
6,324 
5,974 

4,489 
3,528 
1  10,726 
13.864 

V 

3,490 
77 
1.477 

6,969 
45,477 
11,049 
15.729 

Other  countries. 
Total  

9,846 

3,875' 

43,340 

32,607 

5,044 

79.224 

Exports 

36,296 



13,046 

13,240 

122,969 

25,134 

133,291 

■  ■II,,  t  »  II  '   '  ■  — — 

Shanghai  office,  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  and  Monthly  Returns  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  of  China. 

a/  Excluding  Manchuria,     b/  Less  than  one -half  bale. 
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On  March  10  at  Shanghai,  Chinese  Standard  and  Tungchow  were 
quoted  at  9.58  and  9.33  cents  per  pound,  respectively,  while  Indian 
Akola  was  quoted  at  8.17  cents,  c.i.f.  Shanghai f  including  import  duty, 
and  American  Middling  7/8-inch  at  11.18  cents.    Domestic  cotton  showed 
the  greatest  increase  in  price  compared  with  that  of  last  month. 

Monthly  mill  consumption  for  China,  including  Manchuria,  is  esti- 
mated at  about  140,000  hales.     Foreign  cotton  imports  into  Manchuria  are 
evidently  being  replaced  by  cotton  from  North  China  this  season.  October 
November  imports  of  foreign  cotton  totaled  only  280  bales,  compared 
with  31,026  bales  for  the  same  period  in  1937,  while  imports  of  Chinese 
cotton  amounted  to  42, 584  bales  as  compared  with  1,111  bales  for  the 
same  2  months  in  1937. 

TOBACCO  PRODUCTION  AND  TRADE  OF  FRANCE 

The  area  planted  to  tobacco  in  France  in  1938  was  reported  at 
44,648  acres,  according  to  a  report  received  from  Tobacco  Specialist  P.  G 
Minnemcm,  London  Office,  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    The  area  was 
somewhat  smaller  than  the  previous  year,  but,  although  no  definite  fig- 
ures as  to  production  are  available  yet,  it  is  expected  to  be  slightly 
larger  than  the  77  million  pounds  produced  in  1937.     Because  of  in- 
creased costs  of  production  following  currency  devaluation,  the  monopoly 
increased  growers'  prices  from  an  average  of  8.9  francs  per  kilogram  in 
1937  to  9.3  francs  in  1938.     This  increased  price  plus  the  usual  premium 
of  2.7  francs  per  kilogram  brought  the  growers'  price  up  to  an  equivalent 
of  about  13.95  cents  per  pound. 


FRANCE  AND  COLONIES-     Area  and  production  of  tobacco,  1934-1938 


Year 

Fra 

nee 

Algeria 

Mada 

gas car 

Tunisia 
and  Morocco 

Area 

Pro- 
duction 

Area 

Pro- 
duction 

Area 

Pro- 
duction 

Area 

Pro- 
duction 

1934.... 
1935. . . . 
1936. . . . 
1937.... 

1938. . . . 

Acres 

44,700 

45,330 

46,949 

45,004 

44,648 

1,000 
pounds 
87,181 
83,460 
80 , 629 
a/77,161 

Acres 

56,816 

56,921 

55,076 

58,563 

57,910 

1,000 
pounds 
49,000 
41 , 650 
38,678 
38,845 
41,910 

Acres 
27,180 
'  27,552 
22,240 
18,000 
17,000 

1,000 
pounds 
16,970 
15,970 
14,771 
14,110 
13,889 

Acres 
1,813 
1,483 
1,992 
1,794 
b/  766 

1,000 
pounds 
2,139 
1,760 
2,625 
2,151 
1,653 

Official  sources,  1931-1936;  preliminary  from  London  office,  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service,  1937  and  1938. 
a/  Estimate,    b/  Morocco  only. 


Algeria,  an  important  source  of  leaf  tobacco  for  France,  showed  an 
increase  of  about  8  percent  in  the  1938  crop  of  42  million  pounds.  The 
quality  is  reported  to  bo  below  average.    Prices  for  the  two  higher  grade 


192 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  Vol.  38,  No,  12 


remained  the  same  as  for  the  1937  crop,  7.50  francs  and  7,50  francs  per 
kilogram  (9,8  cents  and  8.5  cents  per  pound),  respectively.     Prices  for 
the  third  grade',  however,  were  increased  from  4,75  francs  to  5.50  francs 
per  kilogram  (6.2  cents  to  7,2  cents  per  pound). 

Production  in  Madagascar  ranges  around  14  million  pounds  annually, 
hut  no  data  are  as  yet  available  for  the  1939  crop.    A  variety  of  Maryland, 
grown  from  American  seed  and  reported  to  he  light  and  combustible,  is 
grown  for  the  French  market.    The  monopoly  also  "buys  some  of  the  "best 
grades  of  the  native  crop.    Prices  for  1939  have  "been  set  at  from  2.00 
to  5.75  francs  per'  kilogram  for  Maryland  (2.6  to  7.5  cents  per  pound); 
and  from  2  to  4.30  francs  (2.6  to  5.6  cents  per  pound)  for  native, 

Tunisia  and  French  Morocco  each  produce  about  1  million  pounds  of 
tobacco  annually  and  the  1938  crops  are  reported  to  have  been  consider- 
ably smaller  than  during  the  preceding  2  years.    Both  of  these  countries 
are  net  importers  of  tobacco  and  markets  for  American  leaf. 

Total  imports  of  leaf  tobacco  into  France  in  1938  amounted  to 
about  57  million  pounds,  only  a  slight  decline  from  1937.     Imports  from 
the  United  States  amounted  to  over  20.4  million  pounds  as  compared  with 
about  19,8  million  pounds  in  the  preceding  year.    About  90  percent  of 
the  United  States  leaf  was  fire-cured,  almost  entirely  western  types. 
Most  of  the  remainder  was  flue-^cured  and  Maryland.    During  the  past  3 
years,  there  has  been  a  steady  shift  toward  the  increased  use  of  fire- 
cured  and  Burley  and  a  reduction  in  the  use  of  Maryland, 

FRANCE:     Imports  of  leaf  tohaccc  by  principal  countries,  1934-1938 


  Country  :    1934  j    1935  j    1936  :    1937  ;  1958 

j  1,000  j  1,000  ;  1,000  |  1,000  j  1,000 

;  pounds  :  pounds  ;  pounds  \  pounds  :  pounds 

United  States  25,812  i  20,065  j  17,028  j  19,715  :  20,402 

Algeria  j  11,542  i  24,211  j  22,272  j  18,967  j  23,400 

Madagascar  j    6,813  i    3,519  |    7,139  :    9,182  ■  2,950 

Hungary                                     j    7,096  j    6,004  j    7,412  !    6,545  j  3,560 

Netherlands  Indies  .,  j    3,882  j    4,670  \    2,007  j    1,458  •  2,539 

Brazil  j    1,472  j    1,413  j       487  ■       446  j  989 

Bulgaria  \       256  j    2,151  i       637  j       161  j  480' 

Greece                                      j    2,098  j    4,965  j    2,590  j       431  :  175 

Dominican  Republic  \       396  I    1,402  !       617  j       368  i  285 

Other  countries  j    1,996  !    3,590  j    3,143  j    1,467  j  2,270 

Total  :  61,363  !  71,990  !  63,332  j  58,740  :  57,050 


Tableau  General  du  Commerce  Exterieur;  Statistique  Mensuelle  du  Commerce 
Exterieur,  December  1937;     data  for  1938  from  Par?t%  office,  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service, 
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GERMAN  DRIED  FRUIT  IMPORTS  UNUSUALLY  HEAVY  IN  1938 

.  German  imports  of  dried  fruits  increased  materially  in  1938,  sta- 
tistics released  by  the  British  Imperial  Economic  Committee  indicate. 
About  339  million  pounds  v/ere  imported,  or  55  percent  more  than  in  1937 
and  35.  percent  more  than  the  average  annual  imports  from  1933  to  1937, 

inclusive.         :/"  •  •  '_ :  •  .  ■.  ■  ; 

The  increase  in  total- dried  fruit  imports  is  accounted  for  largely 
by  the  heavy  trade  in  raisins,  currants,  and  figs  with  Turkey  and  Greece. 
In  fact,  the  bulk  of  the'  dried- fruit  supplies  in  1938  was  received  from 
the  Near  Eastern-  and  Balkan  countries  with  which  Germany  has  clearing  : 
agreements,  . 

GERMANY:     Imports  of  dried  fruits,  by  countries,,  calendar  year  1938 


Apples 

Apricots 

Prunes 

Country  ; 

and 
.  pears 

and 
p  ea.ch.es 

and 
plums 

Raisins 

Others 

Total 

1,000 

1,000  • 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

United  States.... 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

mounds 

"S91? 

195 

34 

0 

1,609 

1,095 

o' 

2,827 

49 

999 

4,970 
325 

Czechoslovaia  

298 

0 

0 

0 

27 

Bulgaria              . . . 

161 

0 

4,691 

0 

•  11 

4,863 

0 
•  0 

0 

4,131 

1,550 
,  134 

0 

130,944 

0 

32,558 

1 , 550 
167,767 

Turkey. ,  

Spain  

.0 

538 

0 

;  1,145 

1,163 

2,846 

i  o 

'"■          ;  34 

0 

13,532 

0 

137  " 

a/82,425 
7,795 

17,418 
3,459 

99,843 
24,957 

:  195 

;.  22 
i  .  o 

542 
2,175 

190 
0 

3,011 

1.8 

3,960 
.  2,193 

France  

i     .  o 

■  222 
:  2,211 
:  16 

:  30 

:  74i 
;  o 

;  531 

:  o 

208 
0 

1,709 

0 

0 
0 
0 
20 

1,171 
2,211 
2,256 
18,536 

0 

Chile  

0 

18,486 

Other  countries... 

Total 

!  4,959 

:  19,690 

14,656 

222 , 602 

77,150 

339 , 057 

Imperial  Economic  Committee 

a/     Includes  50,906,000  pounds  of  currants. 


Imports  of  prunes  declined  to  less  than  15  million .pounds  in  1938, 
in  compnrison  with  fcrmer  years  when  the  trade  exceeded  90  million  pounds 
and  90  percent  of  the  supplies  were  from  the  United  States.    Last  year 
only  683,000  pounds  of  Pacific  Coast  prunes  were  imported.     Germany  has 
been  unable  to  obtain  the  former  volume  of  prunes  from  European  sources 
in  spite  of  bilateral  trade  agreements  with  prune-producing' countries 
of  the  Danube  Basin.    Prune  receipts  were  further  reduced  in  1938  as  a 
result  of  poor  crops  in  these  countries. 
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GERMANY:  Imports  of  dried  fruits,  "by  countries, 
 1931,   1933,   1935,   1937  and  1938  


Country 

1931 

1933 

1935 

1937 

1938 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000  i 

1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

United  States..  

131,578 

105,585 

29 , 716 

4,545 

1,609 

Turkey  

42,074 

57,207 

122,277 

59,685 

167,767 

Yugoslavia  

1,142 

21,202 

7,948 

31,373 

4,970 

Bulgaria  

0 

517 

10,884 

15,745 

4,863 

Greece  

38,239 

52,329 

61,804 

71,284 

99,843 

Iran  

11,390 

17 , 340 

5,602 

14,625 

24,957 

Soviet  Union  

2,460 

3,889 

5,531 

0 

Other  countries  

19 , 062 

16,907 

7,394 

19 .  519 

35,049 

Total  

245,945 

274,976 

!  251,156 

216,863 

339,057 

Imperial  Economic  Committee. 


CHINESE  WALNUT  EXPORTS  HIGHER  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

Exports  of  walnut  kernels  from  China  have  "been  normal  so  far  this 
season  "but  are  expected  to  diminish  during  the  remainder  of  the  season, 
chiefly  "because  of  exchange  and  transportation  difficulties,  according  to  a 
radiogram  recently  received  from  American  Consul  General  John  K.  Caldwell  at 
Tientsin.     Stocks  of  walnut  kernels  at  Tientsin  for  export  were  estimated 
on  March  3  at  30,000  cases  of  55  pounds  each  of  old-season  and  mixed  and 
7,000  cases  of  new-season  walnuts.     Available  stocks  on  hand  at  interior 
"buying  centers  are  considered  relatively  small. 


CHINA:  Exports  of  walnut  kernels  by  principal  countries  of  destination, 
 October  to  December  1938,  with  comparisons  


Country 

October  -  December  : 

October  - 

September 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1936-37 

1937-38 

1,090 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

pounds 

pouftds 

pounds  < 

pounds 

pounds 

United  States. . . . 

1,447 

66 

1,141 

8, 133 

1,453 

Canada.  

984 

151 

1,303 

3,770 

1,786 

Australia  

265 

102 

220 

1,240 

937 

New  Zealand  

149 

98 

169 

572 

527 

Japan  

1 

0 

0 

56 

2 

Others.  

20 

9 

129 

32 

112 

Total  

2,866 

426 

2,962 

;  13,803 

4,817 

Monthly  Returns  of  the  Foreign  Trade  of  China,  The  Maritime  Customs, 


Shanghai . 

New  exchange  regulations  effective  after  March  10  in  Japanese  con- 
trolled areas  of  China  require  exporters  to  obtain  certificates  proving 
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exchange  settlement  at  official  rates  of  the  Federal  Reserve  notes  as  a 
prerequisite  to  customs  clearance.    Exporters  calculate  nominal  prices 
for  new-crop  kernels,  c.  and  f.  New  York  after  March  10  at  20.75  United 
States  cents  per  pound  for  standard  20-40-40  assortment,  19.75  cents  for 
light  pieces,  and  16  cents  for  light  amber  pieces.    Average  February 
pricos,  c.  and  f.  New  York,  for  the  above  grades  were  quoted  at  13.25, 
12.25,  and  10.25  cents,  respectively. 

The  increased  costs  of  transportation  and  irregular  transit  taxes 
on  walnuts  have  made  it  cheaper  for  Chinese  dealers  to  crack  nuts  at 
producing  centers  then  at  Tientsin,    Foreign  buyers  also  find  it  cheaper 
to  "buy  the  kernels  than  the  unshelled  nuts.    In  recent  years  70  to  85 
percent  of  walnut  exports  have  consisted  of  kernels,  with  a  tendency  to- 
ward further  increase  of  this  percentage. 


CHINA:    Exports  of  unshelled  walnuts  "by  principal  countries  of 
destination,  October  to  December  1938,  with  comparisons 


October-December 


1937 

1938 

1936-37 

1937-38 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

British  India  and  Burma...,: 

pounds 
59 

pounds 
126 

pounds 
98 

pounds 
333 

pounds 
415 

324 

237 

174 

574 

471 

137 

30 

0 

417 

30 

179 

233 

145 

192 

247 

136 

7 

189 

167 

24 

85 

72 

72 

102 

95 

920 

705 

678 

1,785 

1,282 

Monthly  Returns  of  the  Foreign  Trade  of  China,  The  Maritime  Customs, 
Shanghai . 


1938  EUROPEAN  FILBERT  PRODUCTION  SMALLEST  IN  DECADE 


The  preliminary  estimate  for  combined  filbert  -production  in  Turkey, 
Spain,  and  Italy  for  1938  is  now  placed  at  69*4:00  short  tons,  unshelled  . 
basis.,  according  to  the  Paris  Office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service, 
This  compares  with  135,000  tons  estimated  to  have  been  produced  in  1937, 
and  an  average  of  110,400  tons  during  the  5-year  period  1933-1937,  The 
1938  crops  was  the  smallest  since  1929,  exceeding  the  abnormally  small 
crop  of  that  year  by  only  16  percent. 

The  season  started  off  well  in  the  three  principal  producing  coun- 
tries, with  good  prospects  in  all.    The  Italian  crop  was  first  to  be 
affected  by  the  spring  fogs,  frosts,  and  winds.    In  Spain  growing  condi- 
tions were  generally  satisfactory  throughout  the  season,  but  the  civil 
war  prevented  normal  harvesting.    The  prospects  in  Turkey  continued  good 
until  the  summer  drought  set  in  and  hopes  for  a  large  crop  were  abandoned. 
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FILBERTS:     Estimated  production  in  specified  European  countries, 


unshelled  bauis,  1929-1938 


Country 

Italy  , 

..  Spain 

Turkey 

Total 

KTi  o t f.  t.riTi1? 

cjVi  n  r*i*.   I*. n  in  q 

Xt>0^*   •  •   •   •   •   •   •  ■   »•*   •   •   «   •  • 

i  o  nno 

rsQ  Ann 

n  n  finn 

J-U  ,  DUU 

^n  nnn 

1930.  

17,000 

•   10  500 

66  000 

WkJ  j  www 

93  500 

*J  W  j  w  w  w  t 

1931  

26  000 

\J    y  W  W  W 

?4 -000 

37  000 

w  i  •  WWW 

87  000 

W  /  j  www 

1932  

40,000 

35 , 000 

56,000 

131,000 

r  rod 

i a  -non  " 

(O, JUU 

1934  

26,000' 

38,000 

35,500 

99,500 

1935  

18,000 

24,000 

71,000 

113,000 

1936  

37,000 

26,000 

68,000 

131,000 

1937  

•26,000 

'32,000 

'  77,000 

135 ,000 

1938  a/  

17.000 

•  26.000 

26,400 

69 , 400 

Ave  rage 

1929-1937.  

22,800 

•27,000 

52,800 

102,600 

1933-1937  

22,500 

26,800 

61 , 100 

110 , 400 

aj  Preliminary  estimates. 


As  a  result  of  the  small  production,  the  filbert  market  has  been 
characteri zed  by  high  prices  and  periods"  of  sporadic  buying,  with  Germany 
being  the  dominating  factor.    When  it  became  apparent,  that  the  new  crop 
would  be  short,  growers  in  Italy  and  Turkey  began. to. hold  for>higher 
prices.     Germany  had  to  raise  the  maximum, price  :for  imports  from  Turkey, 
while  Spain  was  able  to  ship  large  quantities  that  competed  directly  with 
Italian  filberts.  ,  ,  ,  . 

Exports  for  the  first  4  months  of  the  present  season  are  astimated 
to  have  totaled  41,600  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  of  which  Turkey  is 
credited  with  45  percent,  Italy  38  percent  and  Spain  17  percent. 

FILBERTS:     Exports  from  specif ied  European  countries,  unshelled  basis, 
 average  1929-30  to  1937-38.  annual  1935-37  and  1937-38  


Crop  year                 ;      jtaly              Spain  a/  ;       Turkey     '  Total 

(September-August)      :   _]  ;  ;   - 

•  Short  tons  :    Short  tons j     Short  tons  :  Short  tons 

Average  1929-1937...:        19,544    :  b /    16,708   :          50,797    i  "  87,059 

1936-  37  !        34,266    ;  c/      9,800    I          62,476    \  106,542 

1937-  38  !        17,863    :  c/      6,000   :          77,283    :  101,146 


a/  Data  for  Spain  r.re  based  on  import  statistics  of  other  countries  and 
are  not  complete,    b/  Partly  estimated,     c/  Estimated. 

Stocks  on  hand  on  February  15  were  estimated  at  22,000  short  tons, 
unshelled  basis,  of  which  Spain  had  5  6  percent,  Italy  23  percent,  and 
Turkey  21  percent.    While  stocks  in  Spain  are  reported  heavy,  it  is  doubtful 
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whether  more  than  75  percent  of  these  could  he  prepared  for  exportation. 
Spanish  shipments  to  date  appear  to  have  accounted  for  70  percent  of  the 
combined  production  and  carryover  from  the  previous  year.    Tfriile  it  is 
difficult  at  this  time  to  evaluate  the  carry-over  into  the  next  crop  year, 
it  appears  likely  that  there  would  he  some  small  filbert  stocks  in  Italy. 

TJ^th  the  exception  pf  Germany,  imports  into  the  principal  import- 
ing countries  have  he^d  fairly  steady  for  the  past  few  years.  German 
imports  declined  in  1937-38,  but  so  far  this  season  they  have  been  higher 
than  in  the  comparable  period  of  that  yenr.    United  States  imports  of  un- 
sholled  filberts  in  1937-38  declined  greatly  from  the  high  figure  for 
1936-37,  but  imports  of  shelled  nuts  remained  at  about  the  same  level. 


FILBERTS:  Imports  into  the  United  States, 
  1929-30  to  1938-39  


Crop  year 
Sept  embe  r- August 


Italy  • 

France ; 

Spain  | 

Turkey 

Others 

Total 

Short  : 

Sho  rt  : 

Short  ; 

Short  ' 

Short 

Short 

tons  ; 

tons  '; 

tons  ; 

tons 

tons 

tons 

1 , 900  • 

396  • 

a/  124 

2,420 

2,256  ' 

211  | 

411 

■a/  119 

2,997 

3,003  : 

37  : 

3,040 

2  9R7  : 

42  : 

22 

3,051 

719  i 

470  i 

88 

23 

1,300 

1,173  • 

24  | 

7 

4 

1,208 

1,330  • 

—  ; 

374  i 

16 

16 

1,736 

?  fill  ! 

10  ! 

2, 821 

96  : 

8  • 

11 

115 

1,808  i 

174 

58 

35 

2,075 

81 

8 

11 

100 

170 

170 

362 

86 

1,329 

299 

37 

2,113 

173 

166 

17 

1,772 

230 

2,358 

173 

48 

213 

777 

42 

1,253 

168 

22 

133 

1,227 

4 

1,554 

20 

8 

221 

:  750 

3 

1,002 

235 

20 

!  319 

:  447 

14 

1,035 

247 

4 

:  210 

•  610 

6 

1,077 

535 

:  119 

185 

;  291 

1 

1,131 

188 

123 

:  80 

■  632 

1 

1,024 

233 

i  66 

:  301 

j  756 

38 

1,394 

96 

?  56 

i  si 

•  226 

'  t  ] 

430 

60 

:  20 

:  290 

1 

371 

UK SHELLED 


1929-  30  

1930-  31  

1931-  32  

1932-  33.  

1933-  34  

1934-  35  

1935-  36   

1936-  37  

1937-  38  

Average  1929-30 

to  1937-38  

September-December 

1937  

1938  

SHELLED 

1929-  30  

1930-  31  

1931-  32  

1932-  33  

1933-  34  

1934-  35  

1935-  36  , 

1936-  37  

1937-  38  


Average  1929-30 

to  1937-38  

September-December 

1937  

1938  

a/  Includes  small  amoun 
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BRITISH  WOOL  MARKET  COI^IICES  FIRM 

A  firm  tone  characterized  the  London  wool  sales  during  the  week  ended 
March  17,  according  to  cabled  advjces  from  the  London  office  of  the  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service.     Compared  with- prices  prevailing  at  the  close  of  the  - 
preceding  series  on  February  3,  greasy  merinos  were  5  percent  higher,  while 
prices  for  scoured  merinos  were  unchanged.     In  crossbreds,  greasy  fine  grades 
were  5  percent  higher,  while  greasy  medium  and  low  grades  were  unchanged,  j 
as  were  all  scoured  crossbreds.    prices  for  all  descriptions  of  slipes  were 
5  percent  higher.     France,  Belgium,  and  the  Soviet  Union  were  the  chief  buyers 
of  merinos  at  the  sales  just  closed.    Yorkshire  took  most  of  the  crossbreds 
of  all  types,  with  France  showing  some  interest  in  those  lines. 

Early  March  reports  indicated  the  situation  in  primary  markets  continue 
to  support  wool  values  in  Great  Britain.    According  to  Consul  E.  F.  Evans 
at  Bradford,  price  stability  was  indicated  in  the  reports  of  daily  clearances 
of  wool. in  producing  countries  at  firm  prices.     World. demand  for -wool,  in 
which  Bradford  is  prominently  represented,  has  kept  that -commodity  moving  in 
substantial  quantities.     Current  opinion  in  the  trade  suggests  a  relatively 
sma.ll  carry-over  this  season  in  producing  countries.  .  .Supplies  on -hand  early 
in  March  were  regarded  as  not  being  greatly  in  excess  of  probably  require- 
ments prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  new  season.  .  .   

price  movements  of  recent  weeks  have  encouraged  the  accumulation 
of  wool  stocks  by  British  manufacturers.     Warehouses  in  Bradford  contain 
relatively  large  wool  stocks.    Recent  consumption  has  been  at  a  rate 
well  below  the  rate  of  raw  wool  purchases,  but  the  trade  feels  that  the' 
stocks  have  been  acquired  at  safe  prices.     It  is  believed  also  that  a  revival 
in  demand  for  piece  goods  would  soon  be  felt  in  the  primary  phases  of  the 
manufacturing  industry,  permitting  current  wool  stocks  to  be  converted  into 
tops  without  loss. 

Early  March  business  in  tops  was  more  restricted  than  during  the 
greater  part  of  February.     The  general  volume,  however,  was  sufficient  to 
maintain  prices  in  a  firm  position.     Orders  from  Germany  were  a  feature  of 
the  early  March  export  transactions.     In  piece  goods,  business  was  described 
as  being  moderately  satisf actory^  there  being  a  regular  flow  of  inquiries 
from  both  domestic  and  foreign  buyers.     Trading  conditions  on  export ' account 
were  variable,  with  some  markets  showing  brighter  prospects.     Orders  from 
the  United  States  covered  a  wide  variety  of  materials  while  South  African, 
South  American,  and  Canadian  orders  also  have'  been  prominent.  Botany 
worsteds  and  tv/eeds  were  in  demand  for  men's  wear,  and  other  materials  in 
regular  request  were  flannel  suitings,  saxonies,  and  cheviots. 
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COTTON:  Price  per  pound  of  representative  raw  cotton  at  Liverpool, 
 March  17,   1939,  with  comparisons  


Growth 


Good 


Fair) 


American  - 

Middling  

Low  Middling. 
Egyptian  (Fully 

Giza  7  

Sakellaridis. 

Uppers  

Brazilian  (Fair) 

Ceara  

Sao  Paulo. . 
Indian  - 

Broach  (Fully  Good)  

CP.  Oomra  No.  1,  Superf 

Sind  ( Fully  Good)  

Peruvian  (Good)  - 

Tangui  s  


ae. 


1939 


Jan. 

February 

March 

27  ; 

 . 

3  j 

10  ; 

1  7  ; 

24  i 

0  ; 

10 

±  r 

Cents: 

Cents; 

Csnt  s: 

C  e  nt  s 

Cents: 

Ge  nt  s" 

Cent  s- 

Cents 

9.93; 

10 . 00. 

9.90| 

10. OS 

10. 12: 

10 . 33'; 

10.55 

10.28 

8.47 

8 . 54: 

8  c  43. 

8.59: 

8 . 66; 

8.87: 

9.09 

8.82 

1/1      1  O 

14. 1  a 

1  A      A  . 

14.43 

XO  .  (  1 

1  7  AO 

13. 

17   Q1  ' 
io .  c<  X 

14 .02 

14.  33 

13.61 

13.49 

1  *"7     *~?  O 

13.72 

13.91 

14.05 

13.55 

11.35 

11.58 

11.52 

11.52 

11.61 

11.74 

11.98 

11.60 

a/ 

a/ 

a/ 

a/ 

8 . 83 

8.73 

8.88 

8.95 

9.16 

9.38 

9.11 

;  9.51 

:  9.41 

j  9.57 

.  9.64 

.9.84 

10.06 

9.79 

7.60 

;  7.64 

i  7.46 

I  7.56 

j  7.47 

:.  7.66 

j  7.78 

;  7.37 

7.89 

■  7.93 

■  7.85 

j  7.95 

:  7.86 

;  8.05 

:  8.17 

:  8.15 

u 

\ 

;  y. 

j  \l 

\  i/ 

j  b/ 

i  3l/ 

I  */ 

12.37 

"l2.44 

112.34 

:12.50 

; 12.37 

il2.38 

Converted  at  current  exchan 
North  Brazilian.     0/  Not  quoted. 


ge  rates,     a/  Ceara  discontinued;  replaced  by 


UNITED  STATES:     Exports  of  cotton  to  principal  foreign  markets, 
annual  1936-37  and  1937-38,  and  the  seasons 
August  1-March  16,   1937-38  and  1938-39  a/ 


Country  to  ; 
which  exported  • 

Yenr  ended  July  31 

Au^ast  1  -  March  16 

1935-37 

1937-38 

1937-38 

1938-39 

United  Kingdom  

Continental  Europe  

Tot^l  Europe  

J  apan  

Other  countries  

Total  

Linters  

Total...  

1,000  hales 

1,000  hales 

1,000  bales 

1,000  bales 

1,221 

2,594 

1,630 
3 , 047 

1 , 428  •  • 
2,490 

387 
1,471 

3,815 
1,593 

380 

4,  677 
723 
541 

3,918 
414 
416 

1,858 

703 
250 

5,788 
■  277 

;  5,946 
270 

4,  748 
'  189 

2,811 
140 

5,511 

5,676 

4,559 

2,671 

a/  Includes  linters. 
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BUTT2H:    Hew  Zealand  grading,  1936-39  season  to  March  11, 

with  eG.-nparisons 


Date 

1935-37 

1937-38 

1938-39 

\7eek  ended 

1,  000  rounds 

-  1,000  pounds  ■ 

1,000  pounds 

Aug.  6  to  Dec.  3]  

174,047 

171,750 

152, 511 

January  7  

11,59-2 

10, 136 

8,  568 

14  

S ,  184 

9,408 

9.688 

21..  

11,^2 

8,848 

9,128 

28  

8.032 

8,020 

5,263 

Monthly  total  

42,0b0 

36 ,  412 

■35,672 

February  4.  ........ . 

10,135 

8,120 

7,592 

11  

9,520 

.  -8,064  ■ 

7,672 

18  

8 , 960 

7,616 

7,504 

.........  # 

8,624 

8  -  400 

7,145 

Monthly  total  

32.200  . 

29T  714 

March  4  

8,064 

7.  5'72 

!  6,664 

11  

6,002 

7:952  . 

5,601 

Total  to  March  11... 

270,133 

255, 936 

;  230,162 

Agricultural  Attache  C.  C.  Baylor,  London. 


BTJTTiHE:    Australian  grading,  1938-39  season  to  February  2  5, 


with  corn 

ari  sons 

late  j 

1936-37  j 

1937-38 

1938-39 

Week  ended 

1 , 000  pounds  ; 

1, 000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

July  9  to  Hoy.  26.  .  . 

53,723  ; 

70, 774 

87, 869 

December  3.  ......... . 

5,233  i 

8,411 

7,918 

10  

4,944  \ 

7,159 

7,121 

1?  

4,  384 

7,177 

7,464 

24  

3,147  ) 

6,839 

6,  738 

31  

4.842  ! 

7.054 

5,456 

Monthly  total  

22 , 5oQ 

36 , 640 

34,  707 

January  7. ......... . 

6,952  ; 

7,820 

5,534 

14.  

5,238  i 

6,760 

4,  825 

25  

;  5,303 

6,518 

i  4,117 

28  

!            5 . 359 

6. 154 

3.596 

Monthly  total  

!          25.8  52 

27 , 252 

i  18.272 

February  4  

;  5,761 

6,559 

;  3,364 

11  

i  5,678 

6,718 

j  4,081 

18  

1  5,032 

6,471 

i  4,588 

25  

I  4,737 

6,290 

;  4,809 

Monthly  total  

I  21,258 

25,038 

15,842 

Total  to  February  25 

I  133,393 

160,714 

i  157,690 

Weekly  Dairy  Produce  Eotes,  Imperial  3c  en  on  ic  Com.it  tee,  London. 
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BUTTER:     Price  per  pound  in  Hew  York,   San  Francisco,-  Copenhagen, 
Montreal,  and  London,  March  16,  1939,  with  conpari sons 


Market  and  description 


March  17, 

March  9, 

March  16, 

19-36 

1939 

1939 

Cents 

C  en  t  s 

Cents 

30.5 

25.0 

22.2 

30.0 

26.0 

23.5 

a/  36.8 

d/  22.2 

o/  21.9 

21.8 

'24.1  ' 

23.0 

27.5 

31.5 

28.3  ' 

26, 5 

 26; 5  •  • 

24.7 

26.2 

26.0 

24,2 

Hew  York,   92  score  . . 

San  Francisco,  92  score  

Montreal  

Copenhagen,  official  quotation- 
London;  .  . 

Dani  sh.  

Hew  Zealand  

Ho  the r land.  


Foreign  prices  converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange, 
a/.  Quotation  as  of  March  15. 

h/  Quotation  as  of  following  day  converted  at  prevailing  rate'  of  exchange. 

PO'SK  PRODUCTS:    Price  per  100  pounds  at  Liverpool,  March  17,  1939, 

with  comparisons  a/ 


Market  and  item 

Week  ended 

March  18  , 
1938 

-March  10,- 
1939 

March  17, 
1939 

First  quality  - 
American  short  cut  green  hams 

Dollars  " 

15.66 
22.47 
19.36  •• 
20.21 
11.48 

Dollars 

•  -    ■  14.55 
•20.94 
•  18  .  95  ■ 
19.19 
8,37 

■  Dollars 

14.54 
20  .  92 
18*97 
■19.74  ■ 
8.18 

Quotations  are  on  the  Toasis  of  sales  from  importer  to  wholesaler, 
a/  Converted  at  current  rate  of  exchange. 


SWITZERLAND:  Number  of  tohacco  growers,  area,  production, 
 and  value  of  crop,  1956-1938  


Year 

Humhe  r 

of 
growers 

Area 
cultivated 

Product!  on 

Humoer 

3,384 
3,593 
:  3,700 

Acres 

820 
1,453 
1,789 

1 , 000  pounds 

1,115 
2,386 
2,976 

American  Consulate,  Zurich,  Switzerland. 
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